MANISTEE CITY PLANNING COMMISSION
70 Maple Street
Manistee, MI 49660
MEETING MINUTES

January 8, 2004

A meeting of the Manistee City Planning Commission was held on Thursday, January 8, 2004 at 7:00
p.m. in the Cafeteria, Manistee Middle School, 550 Maple Street, Manistee, Michigan.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Bob Davis, Greg Ferguson, Ray Fortier, Cyndy Fuller, Christa Johnson-
Ross, Dave Kelley, Mark Wittlief, and Roger Yoder

MEMBERS ABSENT: Tony Slawinski

OTHERS: Jon Rose (Community Development), Denise Blakeslee (Administrative
Assistant), John Gretzinger,(Nantz, Litowich, Smith & Girar) and others

Meeting was open at 7:03 p.m. by Chairman Yoder.

PUBLIC HEARING:

None

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Planning Conunission Meeting Minutes, December 4, 2003

MOTION by Ray Fortier, seconded by Dave Kelley that the minutes of the December 4, 2003 Meeting
of the Planning Commission be approved.

Motion approved unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS:
Committee Appointments
Chairman Yoder made the following Committee Appointments for 2004:

Bike Trails - Greg Ferguson
Christa Johnson-Ross (Chair)
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Historic Overlay/Site Plan Review Committee - Dave Kelley
Christa Johnson-Ross
Roger Yoder
Bob Davis - Alternate

Joint City Ordinance Review Committee - Executive Committee
Ray Fortier
Cyndy Fuller
Roger Yoder

Master Plan Review Committee - Greg Ferguson
Dave Kelley
Tony Slawinski

Ordinance Re-Write Committee - Ray Fortier
Cyndy Fuller
Mark Wittlief
Roger Yoder

Zoning Board of Appeals - Ray Fortier

Bob Davis entered the meeting at 7:10 p.m.

MOTION by Greg Ferguson, seconded by Cyndy Fuller that a Capital Improvement Program
Committee be established.

Members of the Planning Commission discussed the formation of a Capital Tmprovement Program
Committee. The Planning Commission wanted the opportunity to review the responsibilities of the
committee if one were formed.

Mr. Ferguson WITHDREW THE MOTION.

MOTION by Beb Davis, seconded by Ray Fortier that Establishment of a Capital Improvement
Program Committee be discussed at the January 22, 2004 Worksession.

Motion passed unanimously

No Planning Commission members express objection to the Committee they were appointed to.

Annual By-Law Review

During the January Meeting the Members of the Planning Commission Review their By-Laws. This
does not prevent the Planning Commission from making changes at other times if the year if they deem
them necessary.
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MOTION by Greg Ferguson, seconded by Cyndy Fuller to form a Commuttee to Review the Planning
Commission By-Laws and Rules of Procedure.

Mr. Ferguson discussed the variations between City Council By-Laws and the Planning Commission
By-Laws. Bob Davis asked if it would be better to have this item placed on the January 22, 2004
worksession agenda,

Voting on Motion as follows:

Yes - Ferguson, Johnson-Ross and Wittlief
No - Davis, Fortier, Fuller, Kelley and Yoder

MOTION DENIED

MOTION by Ray Fortier, seconded by Mark Wittlief that the Planning Commission discuss their By-
Laws and Rules of Procedure at the January 22, 2004 Worksession.

Motion passed unanimousiy.

Discussion and Disclosure of any potential conflicis of interest

Correspondence has been received from the Law firm of Olson, Bzkok & Howard on behalf of their
clients Citizens for Responsible Development. This correspondence raised the issue of conflicts of
interest of Planning Commission Members and the City Attorney in regards to the Special Use Permit
request from Manistee Saltworks Development Corporation. The City has retained John Gretzmnger
from Nantz, Litowich, Smith & Girard to assist with answering these allegations. At this time each
Planning Commission was advised to disclose any potential conflicts of interest they may have in
regards to Manistee Saltworks Development Corporation.

Mr. Gretzinger reviewed Section 3.10 Conflict of Interest of the City of Manistee Planning Commission
By-Laws and the process of how the review will be handled. Mr. Gretzinger then asked each Planning
Commission member to disclose any potential conflicts.

Bob Davis was asked the following questions by Mr. Gretzinger:

Do you have a personal or financial interest in the applicant?
No

Do you have a personal, contractual, financial, business, or employment interest in the
governmental decision regarding the application?
No

Is there any reason that you would not be able to fairly evaluate the application?
No

o O PO
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Bob Davis Cont.

Q. Are there any other potential conflicts of interest that you would like to disclose?

A. Mr. Davis wanted to disclose that he is a member of the Little River Band of Ottawa Indians.
The Little River Band of Ottawa Indians have made statements against the proposed power plant
and Mr. Davis feels these statlements are pre-mature and does not feel that this would bias his
opinion in any way. Mr. Davis said that when he worked for the Little River Band of Ottawa
Indians he worked with the local contact person for Tondu. Mr. Davis was contacted by the
Local Contact Person prior to the City receiving the application and was asked if he was on the
Planning Commission and if he had any thoughts on the project. He said that he was a member
of the Planning Commission and that when the item came before the Planning Commission they
would then discuss the project.

Dave Kelley was asked the following questions by Mr. Gretzinger:

Do you have a personal or financial interest in the applicant?
No

Do you have a personal, contractual, financial, business, or employment interest in the
governmental decision regarding the application?
No

Is there any reason that you would not be able to fairly evaluate the application?
No

Are there any other potential conflicts of interest that you would like to disclose?
None

S SR SR

Greg Ferguson was asked the following questions by Mr. Gretzinger:

Do you have a personal or financial interest in the applicant?
No

Do you have a personal, contractual, financial, business, or employment interest in the
governmental decision regarding the application?
No

Is there any reason that you would not be able to fairly evaluate the application?
No

Are there any other potential conflicts of interest that you would like to disclose?
None that he knows of.

o PO O PO
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Cyndy Fuller was asked the following questions by Mr. Gretzinger:

Do you have a personal or financial interest in the applicant?
No
Do you have a personal, contractual, financial, business, or employment interest in the

governmental decision regarding the application?
No

Is there any reason that you would not be able to fairly evaluate the application?
No

Are there any other potential conflicts of interest that you would like to disclose?
None

o PO > OO0

Ray Fortier was asked the following questions by Mr. Gretzinger:

Q. Do you have a personal or financial interest in the applicant?

A. No

Q. Do you have a personal, contractual, financial, business, or employment interest in the
governmental decision regarding the application?

A. No

Q. Is there any reason that you would not be able to fairly evaluate the application?

A. No

Q. Is there any reason that you would not be able to fairly evaluate the application?

A. Mr. Fortier wanted to disclose that he has a nephew that works at the T.E.S. Filer Station. Mr.

Gretzinger asked if Mr. Fortier’s nephew has spoken to him about the project. Mr. Fortier said
that he had not.

Reger Yoder was asked the following questions by Mr. Gretzinger:

Do you have a personal or financial interest in the applicant?
No

Do you have a personal, contractual, financial, business, or employment interest in the
governmental decision regarding the application?
No

Is there any reason that you would not be able to fairly evaluate the application?
No

>0 > o PO
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Roger Yoder Cont.

Q.
A,

Are there any other potential conflicts of interest that you would like to disclose?

Mr. Yoder wanted to disclose that he works for PCA who receives steam for their plant from the
T.E.S. Filer Station. Mr. Gretzinger asked if Mr. Yoder’s employer has spoken to him about the
proposed power plant. Mr. Yoder said that his employer has not spoken to him about the project.

Christa Johnson - Ross was asked the following questions by Mr. Gretzinger:

Q.

A
Q.
A

FO L PO

Do you have a personal or financial interest in the applicant?
No

Do you have a personal, contractual, financial, business, or employment interest in the
governmental decision regarding the application?

Ms. Johnson-Ross wanted to disclose that the Local Contact person for Tondu is a personal
friend. Mr. Gretzinger asked if the Local Contact person for Tondu had spoke to Ms. Johnson-
Ross about the project. Ms. Johnson-Ross said the only thing the Local Contact person from
Tondu said to her was that she would be an asset to the Commission because she knows that Ms.
Johnson-Ross will review all the material relating to the project.

Is there any reason that you would not be able to fairly evaluate the application?
No

Are there any other potential conflicts of interest that you would like to disclose?
None

Mark Wittlief was asked the following questions by Mr. Gretzinger:

>0 PR

>0 PO

Do you have a personal or financial interest in the applicant?
No

Do you have a personal, contractual, financial, business, or employment interest in the
governmental decision regarding the application?

Mr. Wittlief wanted to disclose that his Wife is an employee of CMS Energy based out of the
T.E.S. Filer Station.

Is there any reason that you would not be able to fairly evaluate the application?
No

Are there any other potential conflicts of interest that you would like to disclose?
Mr. Wittlief said that his wife will bring up the letters that have been published in the newspaper.
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Jon Rose, Community Development Director was asked the following questions by Mr. Gretzinger:

Q. Do you have a personal or financial interest in the applicant?

A. Mr. Rose wanted to disclose that he lives across the street from the proposed power plant
project.

Q. Do you have a personal, contractual, financial, business, or employment interest in the
governmental decision regarding the application?

A. No

Q. Is there any reason that you would not be able to fairly evaluate the application?

Al No

Q. Are there any other potential conflicts of interest that you would like to disclose?

A. None

A written request will be sent to Manistee Saltworks Development Corporation (Tondu) to disclose any
Potential Conflicts of Interest. They will also be asked if they feel anyone serving on the Planning
Commission cannot be fair to deliberate on the application.

Citizens will have two weeks to submit in writing (including signature) any potential conflicts of interest
that they feel should be disclosed. Mr. Gretzinger hopes to have a written opinion ready for the

Chairman for the February Planning Comimission Meeting. Mr. Gretzinger advised the Planning
Commission to avoid any outside discussion relating to the application.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

None

OTHER COMMUNICATIONS:

Chairman Yoder read a letter from Elaine Bush, MSU Extension office thanking the Planning
Commission for their support in the State budget cut issue.

CITIZEN QUESTIONS AND CONCERNS:

MOTION by Greg Ferguson, seconded by Cyndy Fuller that a point of order under section 7.4 Speaking
at Meetings be enforced.

Section 7.4 Speaking at meeting reads:
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Speaking at Meetings. Unless waived by the Commission for a specific meeting, any
public comment shall be limited to five (5) minutes per speaker, one time only. If a
group of people wish to be heard on one subject, a spokesperson may be appointed who
may request that the Chairman approve more than the normal five (5) minutes. If
necessary, a maximum of five (5) minutes will be allowed for the group to caucus to
choose their spokesperson and develop their comments.

Voting on Motion as follows:

Yes - Greg Ferguson, Ray Fortier, Christa Johnson-Ross, Dave Kelley
No - Bob Davis, Cyndy Fuller, Mark Wittlief, Roger Yoder
Motion denied

MOTION by Greg Ferguson for a five (5) minute recess.

Motion fails for lack of support

Lee Sprague, Ogema, Little River Band of Ottawa Indians - spoke about EPA Standards.
Steven Smalla, 116 Wolcett Street, Allegan, Michigan - spoke about jobs and conflicts of interest.

Jim Sluyter, 3480 Potter Road, Bear Lake - spoke in opposition to the proposed coal fired power
plant, distributed a handout and read resolutions (attached).

Gerard Grabowski, Aurora Association - read a prepared statement about their organization
(attached).

Bill Kracht, 403 First Street - Commented about the lack of a sound system.

Helen Ann Yunis, 444 Third Street - expressed concemns of a potential conflict of interest. Ms. Yunis
spoke about an incident in November after Ms. Johnson-Ross was not appointed to the Planning
Commission where Ms. Johnson-Ross said that she had a personal relationship with the local
representative of Tondu and that representative had offered to assist Ms. Johnson-Ross in phrasing
questions to the Planning Commission. Ms. Yunis also asked why the vacancy on the Planning
Commission filled by Ms. Johnson-Ross’s appointment was not advertised.

Michael McCann, 297 Hughes Street - Mr. McCann wanted to disclose a conversation that he had
with Greg Ferguson where Mr. Ferguson told him that he had several hats and that he could make
hundreds of thousands of dollars if the plant goes through.

Chris Bzdok, Olson, Bzdok and Howard, 420 E. Front Street, Traverse City - Mr. Bzdok represents
the Citizens for Responsible Development and submitted questions regarding the Conflict of Interest
[ssue (attached).
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Judy Chapple, 4410 W. Fox Farm Read - spoke in opposition to the proposed coal fired power plant.
Paniel Behring, 3695 Lakeshore Drive (representative for the Citizens for Responsible
Develepment) - read a prepared statement and turned in petitions in opposition to the proposed coal
fired power plant.

Dave Vavra, Red Apple Road - expressed opposition to the proposed ceal fired power plant.

Tex Collins, 92 Poplar Street - spoke about a referendum.

Doreen Smith, Wellston - expressed environmental concerns and spoke in opposition to the proposed
coal fired power plant.

Chairman Yoder called a five (3) minute recess to allow the citizens who wished to leave the
opportunity Lo do so without disrupting the remainder of the meeting.

The Planning Commission will have a worksession on Thursday, January 22, 2004 in the Cafeteria,
Manistee Middle School, 550 Maple Street.
ADJOURNMENT:

MOTION by Bob Davis, seconded by Grep Ferguson that the meeting be adjourned. Motion passed
unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 9:07 p.m,

MANISTEE PLANNING COMMISSION

Q@

Denise J. Blakesles~Recording Secretary




10.

11.
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14,

MERCURY and COAL PLANTS

FACT SHEET

In 1990, coal-fired power plants emitted 46 tons of mercury, and mercury emissions are expected to climb
to 60 tons, by 2010, yet coal plant emissions are the only major sources of mercury that remain

unregulated.
U.S. EPA, "Electric Urility Steam Generating Units Hozardous Air Pollutants Emission Study,” Feb. 24, 1998 p ES-6, Table ES-2; Report on
“Adverse Effects of Coal Burning Pover Plants in Michigan”; MSN Search: <EPA mercury>

The EPA has determined that mercury emissions from power plants pose significant hazards to public
health and must be reduced. The Agency plans to propose regulations by 2003, and issue final regulations
by 2004.

U.S.EPA, “Mercury Web Site, " www.epg. govimercury/information.im; ULS, EPH, “Fact Sheet: EPA To Regulate Mercury and Other Air Toxics
Emissions from Coal- and Oil-Fired Power Plants"2000

Reliable mercury emission control technology does not currently exist for coal plants.
Mereury Questions & Answers, yamr.we-engrgies.con

As little as 1 drop - 1/70th of a teaspoon of mercury can contaminate a 25-acre fake to the point where fish

are unsafe to eat.
National Wildlife Federation, “Clean the Rain, Clean the Lakes: Mercury in Rain is Polluting the Great Lakes, " September 1999

The existing Filer City T.E.S. Tondu Plant already releases 137 pounds of mercury into the air,
.8 EPA: Releases: 2003 Facility Report; 1. epa.gox

The proposed Tondu facility is estimated to release 200-400 more pounds of mercury into the air annually.

Fetuses, infants, and children are particularly susceptible to mercury poisoning. Mercury’s effects are
similar to lead toxicity in children, and include delayed development and cognitive deficits, convulsions,
mental retardation, language difficulties, and problems with motor function, attention, and memory. Those
with toxic [evels of mercury also report memory loss and fatigue in their system. It is a relevant factor for
ADD, ADHD, and the general physical and mental health of children and adults.

Thompson, Toxie Metals) wwwdrlmyrathompson.com/heavy_metal toxiciee.him;, see also US EPA, "Mercury Study Report To Congress”

A 2000 National Academy of Sciences report noted that methylmercury exposure, from mothers eating
mercury-contaminated fish, may cause brain damage in 60,000 to 375,000 children born in the U.S. each

year.
wany, abonews. go.com/sections/DaifyNews/mercrorv()/ 1 il

1in 12 — 8% - of women of childbearing age already have unsafe mercury levels and these rates are higher
in more contaminated areas.
U8 EPA: "Merawry: Frequently Asked Ouestions.™

Mercury can inerease the chances of contaminated adults having heart attacks and hypertension.

U.S. EPA: “Mercury: Frequenily Asked Questions.”

In additional to the adverse human heath impacts, mercury exposure also harms wildlife, with fish-eating
birds and mammals receiving the highest exposures. Documented adverse effects in birds and mammals
include reduced reproductive success, impaired growth and development, behavior abnormalities, and even
death.

US EPA, “Mercury Study Report Ta Congress"”

50% of the mercury emitted from coal-fired power plants can travel up to 600 miles from the power plant,
and 74% of the mercury in an area 1.5 miles around a coal plant comes from that coal plant.

Center for Clean Air Policy, “Power Plant Emissions and Water Quality, ™ October 1997, Part |

Recently, a high school was shut down for days after a student removed mercury from a school laboratory

and spread it around the school.
“A Mercury Non-Policy, " Washington Pest, 12/30/03, wune.avashingtonpost.com

Air pollution is a considerable threat to Michigan’s $9 billion tourism industry that is dependent upon clean
water and a healthy fishery.

Report on “Adverse Effects of Coal Burning Power Plants in Michigan

Michigan Governor Granholm has proposed to eliminate mercury emissions in Michigan by the year 2020.
Detroit Free Press, 12/09/03; wanw freep.com

Sponsored by the MANISTEE CITIZENS FOR RESPONSIBLE DEVELOPMENT
For more information go to: www.manisteecfrd.org
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CANCER and COAL PLANTS

FACT SHEET

Studies suggest an 18% increase in the risk of a childhood cancer for children living within a radius of 1.8

miles of a power station.
Know & Gilman, “Hazardons Proximites of Children Cancers in Great Britain from 1933-1998, J._Epidemiology and Community Health (1897);
wwnysierraclub.org

10% of all lung cancers are probably due to air pollution
“Outdoor Air pollution and Lung Cancer, " Environmental Health Perspectives (8/2000)

Living in a polluted area can increase your risk for lung cancer between 12-37%.
“Study Ties Pollution, Risk, and Lung Cancer Effect Sinilar to Secondhand Smoke, " Washington Post (3/06/02), citing J. American Medical Assn.

Lxposure to the tiny particles and sulfate pollutants of indusirial emissions is comparable to breathing
second-hand smoke from a cigarette.

“Study Ties Pollution, Risk, and Lung Cancer Effect Similar to Secondhand Smoke, " Washington Post (3/06/02), citing J_American Medical Assn.

A study of cancer statistics in 11 Michigan counties with coal fired power plants show that 6 of 11 counties
exceeded the cancer cases diagnosed rates for the State of Michigan and 6 of 11 counties exceed the cancer
related death rates for the State of Michigan.

Michigan Dept of Community Health, “Responses To Frequently Asked Questions: Manistee Saltworks Development Corp Coal-Fired Power

Plan (2003)

Nationwide as many as 31,000 deaths a year are related to power plants emissions as opposed to 16,000
killed in drunk-driving accidents and 17,000 homicide victims.

“Study Ties Pollution, Risk, and Lung Cancer Effect Similar to Secondhand Smoke, " Washington Post (3/06/02), citing J_Admerican Medical Assn.

Coal fired power plants emit multiple cancer causing agents including metals such as arsenic, chromium,

nickel; radionuclides such as radon and uranium; sulfuric acid, aerosols and multiple particulates.
Holmberg & Ahlberg, “"Consensus Repart: Mhutagenichty and Carcinagenicity of Car Exhausts and Coal Combustion Emissions,” 47
Environmental Health Perspectives 1 (1983); wwne.sierraciub.org

The more coal burned, the more carcinogens emitted and the greater the risk of disease.

There are at least 23 professionally-accepted studies showing that power plant pollution increases cancer,
asthma, heart attacks and other health problems.

Dioxins, a known human carcinogen and probably the most toxic compound known to science, also are
formed when coal is burned, since nearly all coal sources contain chlorine. Utility and indusirial burning of
coal is the 6th largest source of dioxin emissions to air in 1995.

Center for Health, Enviranment, and Justice, "America’s Chaice: Children’s Health ar Corporate Profit”' (1999)

It is a common fact that the burning of coal produces cadminm — a toxin known to be a human careinogen —
lead — a deadly heavy metal — and hexavalent chromium (CRVI) — among the strongest known causes of

lung cancer.
Harte, et al., Toxics A to Z: a Guide To Evervday Pollution Hazards (1991)

12, Reducing fine particle emissions from older coal plants in the USA would:

e avoid 18,700 deaths per year
¢ avoid 3 million lost work days per year
s avoid 16 million restricted-activity days per year

13. Reducing emissions from 9 older coal plants in the mid-west would:

* avoid 300 deaths
¢ avoid 2,000 respiratory and cardiac hospital admissions
s avoid 400,000 person-days of respiratory symptoms

14. Not having a local coal powered plant would eliminate most of these coal combustion related problems in

this community.
“Study Ties Pellution, Risk, and Lung Cancer Effect Similar ta Secondliand Smoke, " Washington Post (3/06/02), citing J,_dmerican Medical Assn,

Sponsored by the MANISTEE CITIZENS FOR RESPONSIBLE DEVELOPMENT
For more information go to: www.manisteecfrd.org



HEART & LUNGS and COAL PLANTS

FACT SHEET

When Nitrous Oxide (NOx) reacts with volatile organic compounds and sunlight, ground level ozone, or
smog, forms. Power planis are second only to automobiles as the greatest source of NOx emissions. A
UCLA School of Medicine study found that over time, repeated exposure to smog and other air pollutants

can cause as much damage to the lungs as smoking a pack of cigarettes a day.
Sierra Club, “Fact Sheer: Clean Air: Dirty Coal Power ") 1w, sierraciub.ore

Smog irritates the linings of the air passages and lungs, eventually eausing injury and spasticity. This
increases the risks of pneumonia, emphysema, chronic bronchitis and asthma attacks. These risks are

greatest among the very young and elderly, especially those with pre- existing lung disease.
Sierra Club, "Dirty Coal Power™; wwnw. sierraciub.org

Siog and soot cause tens of thousands of deaths per year, millions of asthma attacks per year and hundreds
of thousands of admission s to the hospital plas uncountable missed days of work. The cost of this is billions

of dollars per year.
Smog and other air pollutants can cause as much damage as smoking a pack of cigarettes per day.

Tens of thousands of elderly people die each year from exposure to ambient levels of fine particles. Breathing

fine particles can hurt them with heart or lung disease, emphysema and chronic bronchitis.
American Lung Association: :Facts about Fine Particle Air Pollution

While all of us are at risk from exposure to fine particles, the elderly people with respiratory disease and

children are at greatest risk.
Spengler, “Death, Disease and Dirty Power: Mortafity and Health Damage Due fo Air Pollution from Power Plants”, Harvard School of Public

Health, September 2000

Infants in high pollution areas are 40 percent more likely to die of respiratory causes.
Spengler, “Death, Disease and Dirty Power: Mortality and Health Damage Due to Air Pollution from Power Plants", Harvard Scheol of Public
Health, September 2000

A recent study found a 26 percent increased risk for Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS) in cities with

high levels of fine particle pollution.
Spengler, “Death, Disease and Dirty Power: Mortality and Health Damage Due io Air Pollution from Power Plants”, Harvard School of Public

Health, September 2000)); sec alsa wip.cleantheair. org

5.5% of children living within 30 miles of a coal-powered plant have asthma. Michigan ranks 5th in the

nation in this statistic.
Michigan Envirommental Council, "Nearly 2 Million Michigan Children Breath Pollution from Dirty Power Plants {2002); wiiwmeeprotects.org

10.Out of the entire US electric industry, coal-fired power plants contribute 96% of SO2 emissions, 93% of

NQOx, 88% of CO2 and 99% of mercury emissions.

Clean the Air, "Power Plant Air Pollution Problem, " Fact sheet

11.Scientists increasingly believe that soot to be the most dangerous air pollutant, blaming it for 64,000 deaths

per yvear in the U.S, — nearly twice the number of deaths due to auto crashes.
Sierra Club, “Fact Sheet; Clean Air: Dirty Coal Power "; unnv.gigrraclh ore

12.Fine particle emissions (soot) from U.S. coal-fired power plants are responsible for an estimated 30,000

deaths each year. Hundreds of thousands of Americans suffer from asthma attacks, eardiac problems and

upper and lower respiratory ailments associated with fine particles from power plants.
Spengler, "Death, Disease and Dirty Power: Mortality and Health Damage Due ro Air Pollution from Power Planis”, Harvard School of Public

Health (Sep. 2000); see also wwnr.clzantheair.org

Sponsorcd by the MANISTEL CITIZENS FOR RESPONSIBLE DEVELOPMENT
For more information go to: www.manisieecid.org




ManisteeConservation District Resolution of Concern Regarding the
Northern Lights Projeet (the proposed coal fired electric facility on Manistee Lake)

We value progress that strengthens our communities and our farms.

We value stewardship of our natural environment, on which current and future generations
rely.

We value clean water, both on the surface as lakes, streams, ponds and wetlands and
subsurface as groundwater.

We value land that 1s uncontaminated and productive.
We value air that is clean and unpolluted.
We support economic development that does not threaten these values.

We believe that the discharge of mercury, lead and other heavy metals from coal fired electric
facilities is a threat to these values.

We believe that emissions of sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxide, major causes of acid rain,
from coal fired electric facilities are a threat to these values.

We are concerned about carbon dioxide emissions, a leading cause of global climate
instability, from coal fired electric facilities.

We believe that an environmental assessment produced by the developer of the Northern
Lights Project is inadequate to identify the environmental implications of the project and that
an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) should be required.

Because of the potential threats to our values, we hereby express our concern about the
Northern Lights Project and urge preparation of an EIS prior to the issuance of a Special Use
Permit by the City of Manistee, Air Quality Permits by state and/or federal agencies, and other
permits that would allow construction of the proposed Northern Lights Project. Upon review
of an EIS we would reconsider this resolution.

I hereby certify that this is a true copy of 2 resolution adopted by the Manistee
Conservation District at the December 17, 2003 Board of Directors Meeting

Jeanne Crampton, Secretary




Resolution of opposition
Manistee Saltworks Coal Plant in the City of Manistee

Whereas, the Traverse Group of the Sierra Club has grave concerns regarding the plans of the
Tondu Corporation, aka Manistee Saltworks, to build a 425 megawatt coal burning electrical
generating plant in the City of Manistee; and

Whereas, realizing the impacts that the 450 tons of ash, generated daily that will be disposed of
the landfill; and

Whereas, being deeply concerned with the unavoidable emissions of nitrogen oxides, carbon
dioxide greenhouse gases, airborne lead, particulate matter, sulfur dioxides, and their direct link to
ground level ozone or smog, acid rain, and their proven hazardous health effects such as asthma,
heart and lung disease; and

Whereas, according the United States Environmental Protection Agency, coal plants are
responsible for nearly 60% of PM10 emissions (particles 10 microns or less in diameter), and

Whereas, The United States EPA finds the smallest of these particles, 2.5 microns or Jess in
diameter, caused by burning fossil fuels and the chemical reactions of nitrogen oxides and sulfur
dioxides emitted by coal plants, to be the most dangerous to human health; and

Whereas, contamination of lakes and streams due to mercury from coal burning plants is known
to be, as a result of many coal bumning plants in this country, at levels sufficient to concentrate
(and contaminate) in the food chain and cause brain damage in children; and

Whereas, being fully aware of the environmental impacts that the proposed plant's warm water
discharge would have on the water quality, fish and aquatic species and habitats of Lake Manistee;
and

Whereas, in addition to the impacts on Lake Manistee, the Traverse Group of the Sierra Club
realizes the additional environmental impacts of said water discharge in to Lake Michigan from
Lake Manistee; and

Whereas, acknowledging that the Tondu Corporation has already proven itself to be poor
stewards of the environment and untruthful to the residents of Manistee County regarding their
already-operating co-generation plant in neighboring Filer City; and

Whereas, the Traverse Group of the Sierra Club, whose mission it is to protect and preserve
the environment, including its water, air, soil, wildlife and their habitats, not only in Northern
Michigan, thereby protecting the health and well-being of its citizens, but the environment of the
United States of America, Canada and the entire planet and all of its people as well,

RESOLVED, that the Traverse Group of the Sierra Club hereby opposes the construction of the
proposed coal burning plant by the Tondu Corporation and hereby urges the City of Manistee to
reject this project.



- f " q i . (%
Attention: City of Manistee Council = MeanrsTée ’-7 E?lmm‘_q;, (camisi'on
Regarding: Proposed “Northemn Lights” project

Date January 5, 2004

The Aurora Association has been formed in response to the proposed “Northern Lights” electrical
generation plant. Our focus is to network with Manistee City, County, regional, statewide and national
organizations who have an interest in the proposed facility. We advocate for a fully informed and
involved citizenry regarding this proposed project. Our group has requested a study session meeting
with the Manistee City Council. It is our hope to bring together local and regional organizations for a
dialogue with the City Council, the City Manager and Community Development Coordinator. We are
aware of such meetings taking place with the City of Manistee and Manistee Salt Works Corporation
representatives. We are requesting a similar forum and look forward to organizing such a meeting in
the near future.

The recent revelations that the proposed *Northern Lights” project could be primarily, if not
exciusively owned by the Michigan Public Power Agency (MPPA), raises serious concemns that the City
of Manistee needs to address. The City of Manistee is now working on a Community Services Fee that
it will negotiate with Tondu Corporation. The Aurora Association is requesting the following items in
regard to this Community Services Fee:

1. The Community Services Fee must represent the Full Taxable Value of this proposed
facility. Based on 20.5 mils, this is a figure of roughly 5.4 million dollars annually. Any
dollar amount that is lower than that must be deemed unacceptable in light of the
significant and multi-faceted long term infrastructure demands that such a large proposal
impases on our community. Negotiations which result in an agreement less than the Full
Taxable Value would be negligent and would represent a placing of corporate interests
above those of the public interest. The public interest is what you are duty bound and
elected to represent. We trust the City will demonstrate courage, strength and wisdom in
this regard.

2. A Community Services Fee agreement needs to be a legally formulated agreement which
Tondu Corporation and any successive owners are bound to. This agreement must be
legally binding and in place prior to any granting of the Special Use Permit. This action is
entirely within the City’s rights and responsibilities. Should the Planning Commission
approve the Special Use Permit without a signed Community Services Fee Agreement it
would represent a dereliction of duty and an incomplete and legally flawed Special Use
Permit. We are requesting the City Council to insure us that the Planning Commission will
be instructed not to approve the Special Use Permit without a legally binding Community
Services Fee Agreement which represents the Full Taxable Value of this propased facility.

The Aurora Association is also requesting that the City of Manistee recommend to its Planning
Commission that the following provisions be placed in any Special Use Permit. These provisions
represent a prudent and measured approach at insuring the overall health, safety and welfare of our
citizenry.

- 1. Require that the “Northern Lights” electrical facility be built in accordance with Maximum
Ach e bl Fesiiatde Control Technology (MACT) standards as opposed to the currently proposed
Best Available Control Technology (BACT) standards. MACT has been cited by the US
Environmental Protection Agency as the key to reducing the amount of mercury and other




poliutants that coal fired plants emit. Mercury emissions are the major contributor to our
compromised air and water quality. By requiring MACT the Special Use Permit will reflect
an honest effort on the part of the City of Manistee to better insure our economic and
environmental health, safety and welfare. By not requiring MACT the City would be doing
the opposite of its’ public duty,

2. In an expansion of Jay Kilpatricks of Williams and Works recommendations to the City of
Manistee, we are requesting that the Special Use Permit restrict the fuel source to be
limited to only low-sulfur compression treated coal. In addition, the Special Use permit
needs to include specific language which limits the power output of the facility to not
exceed 425 Megawalls. These two factors, fuel source and power output, are the basis
for the technical data submitted to the Planning Commission with this Special Use Permit.
Any alteration of the praposed fuel source and power output would render the technical
data submitted irrelevant. Therefore the Special Use Permit needs to include fuel source
guarantees and power output fimitations.

It is recognized that the City of Manistee and its officials are engaged in reviewing a project
unlike any other proposed for this region in recent history. In deliberating a proposal of such
magnitude open and honest information is a must for good decision making. The fact that
the true nature of ownership of this proposed facility was not provided by the applicant needs
to be completely examined and publicly noted. For months Mr. Joe Tondu and
representatives of the Manistee Salt Works Corporation have been gathering endorsements
for this project while somehow omitting the role of MPPA and their possible ownership of this
proposed facility. In our opinion this blatant omission is not how community minded
corporations operate,

Thank you for consideration of these issues we have raised in this letter and we look forward
to a written reply to our reguests.

Respecifully submitted by:

/C]//”@igaué) /,./%%, (orcrrted

The Aurora Association

Gerard Grabowski - AMember
10040 Aliire Road

Bear Lake, MI 49614



impetus for Developing
Mercury Contrels

By December 2003, EPA is required
to propose emission limits for
mercury and other hazardous air
pollutants from power plants. These
standards must reflect the
"maximum achisvable" emission
reduction. Final standards based on
the utilization of maximum
achievabie control technology
{MACT) are due by December 2004,
and sources must come into
compliance within three years. The
maximum achievable reduction is
met by optimizing the mercury
capture efficiency of conventional
controls and integrating mercury-
spedific control technolegies into the
pollution control system. Following
is an overview of existing
technologles for other polluiants that
can control mercury, as well as
tachnologies currently available or
under development specifically to
address mercury emissions.

Controliing Mercury
Emissions

Aceording to EPA’s test data,

. This fat! sheel ivas co-aulficred by the
L Clean Arr Task Force, Nalurdl )
. Aesources Défense Council, and =
. Natlonal Viiclife Federaiion, :

Mercury emissions from coal-fired power planis can be
dramatically and affordably reduced from all types of boilers
burning all types of coal. The technical capability to control
mercury is already here and commercialization of cost-
effective technologies is already beginning in anticipation of
new federal emission standards.

smission control technologies
designed io capture already
regulated pollutants will also captura
mercury. The degree to which
existing controls can reduce
mercury emissions depends on the
combination of devices and the type
of coal burned at the power plant,

For example, power plants equipped
with controls for sulfur dioxide (wet
or dry scrubbers) and pariiculate
matter (fabric filters) already capture
over 90% of their mercury emissions
when burning bituminous coal.’ In
addition, a nitrogen oxide (NOx)
control technology {selective
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catalytic reduction, SCR) has been
found to enhance mercury capture
for bituminous coals.

Plants burning subbituminous coal
also capiure marcury with their
existing poliution control system.?
For example:

B B6% mercury control was
achieved by a boiler with a fabric
filter and low NOx burnar.

b 74% mercury control was
measurad at a boiler using limestone
injection with a fabric filter.

B B4% mercury control was
measured at a boiler using a low
NOx burner, wet scrubber, and
fabric filter (burning a blend of
bituminous and subbituminous
coals),




improving Effectiveness
of Existing Emission
Controls

Steps can be taken to further
improve the mercury capture of
existing emission conirol
technologies. Research on various
additives and catalysts to improve
the capture performance of wet
scrubbers is being conducted by a
variety of institutions and private
companies. In addition, tests using
hituminous coal showed that
changes in wet scrubber operation

to enhance S0O2 control also
improved mercury capture.?

Increasing the efficiency of
particulate control technologies,
particularly for fine particles, will
resutt in significant improvements in
mercury capiure. For example, the
efficiency of fabric filters can be
improved by increasing the
collection area of the filter or
lowering the flue gas temperature.
New fabric filter bags also are being
developed that chemically convert
mercury to its oxidized form that is
more easily captured by wet

scrubbers. The collection efficiency
of ESPs can also be improved
through minor alterations.

Finally, increasing mercury capture
using SCR's {designed to control
NOx emissions) is being
investigated. Different catalyst
materials are a technology option
showing promise.

Pre-combustion Pollution
Conircls

Coal cleaning is a process that is
already used to reduce the sulfur
content of bituminous coals {(and to
a lesser extant subbiturninous coals)
before combustion, and is somewhat
useful in reducing mercury levels as
well. fmprovement in this process
could lead to further reductions in
coal mercury content, thereby
reducing capture requirements at
the stack, A promising example,
which is already fully
commercialized, is the K-Fuel
technology. K-Fuel is designed to
enhance the heating value of
subbitumincus coals.® Under
elevated temperature and pressure,
the moisture content of the coal is
greatly reduced. At the same time,
mercury is volatilized from the coal,
subsequently captured and.
responsibly handled as a hazardous
waste. This technology reduces the
mercury content of the coal up to
70%. Plants that utilize K-Fuel
technology, along with emission
controls such as wet scrubbers and
fabric filters, will achieve high overall
mercury reductions.

Mercury-Specific Control
Technologies

Integrating mercury-specific controls
with these existing technelogies will
yield the maximum achievable
emission reductions. The technology
that has undergone the most
extensive testing is sorbent injection,
particularly activated carbon
injection (ACI). Powdered activated




carbon is injected into the flue gas of
the power plant. Mercury in the flue
gas is adsorbed onto the carbon
sorbent, which is then captured
downstream in a particulate control
device. Sorbent injection can be
added to most plants and, as such,
offers a broad-based approach to
mercury control.® The effectiveness
of the ACI system depends in part
on the downstream particulate
control device. Specifically, fabric
filters have proven to achieve the
highest mercury reductions in
cenjunction with an ACI system.

Full-scale tests of AC! demonstrate
the effectiveness of this technology:

B A plant which burns bituminous
coal with two ESPs showed 90%
conirol at high activated carbon
injectior rates.”

» Utilizing a fabric filter, another
bituminous coal plant achieved 85%
control on a continuous basis, with
short-term removals averaging more
than 90%.%

P At a subbituminous coal plant
with an ESP, 70% mercury centrol
was measured at the highest
aciivated carbon injection rate
tested. A fabric filter would likety
improve the control efficiency of this
systermn.”

B Ancther subbituminous coal plant,
combining aspects of ESPs and
fabric filters, was found to capture
nearly 90% of total mercury, at a low
activated carbon injection rate.™

B A lignite-fired boiler equipped
with a fabric filter, measured 70%
control at the highest carbon
injection rate tested. Tests on the
same boiler using a more effective
sorbent (iodine-treated carbon)
found capiure efficiency of over
90%.M

These examples show thai high
mercury removal is technically
ieasible from all coal-fired power

plants. Currently, about 8% of power
plants already have fabric filters and
an ACI system could be integraied
with these existing controls. For
those plants not already equipped
with a fabric filter, installation of a
small fabric filter downstream of the
carben injection system would likely
be required to achieve the 90%
mercury removal. (With the
imposition of new fine particle

emission limits, it's likely that plants
will be upgrading their existing
particulate controls, providing
simultanecus mercury conirol
benefits.)

Emerging Multi-Pollutant
Control Technologies

A number of emission controls are
under development which show




Pollutant
Controlled

Control
Technology

Capital Cosls
(B/kW)

Fixed O&M
(S/kWhyr)

Variable O&M
{mills/kWh)

Wet

Scrubber 150-200

SOz

8

SCR NOx 50-80

53

Fabric Filter |Particulates 40-55

ACH Mercury 3

promise for mercury removal as well
as 502 and NOx control, These
technologies include corona
discharge, etectro-catalytic oxidation
and electron beam irradiation. Direct
injection of oxidizing agents into the
flue gas is also under investigation. ™

Anather technology option is fixed
carbon beds, already used to
remove mercury from waste
incinerators in Europe and
gasification units in the United
States.

Economic Feasibility of
Mercury Controls

Not only is it possible to control
mercury emissions from power
plants, it is also economically
feasible 1o do so. A recent report

4 {witabric filter
1.2 (W/ESP)

has highlighted the importance of
regulations in spurring innovation in
poliution centrol technologies —a
situation that is likely to drive the
already relatively low cost of mercury
controls down further.™

ACI for all coal types is estimated to
cost about 0.04 cents/KWh, with an
additional $40 to $55/kW in capital
costs for installation of the
downstream fabric filter, if
necessary. These operating costs
are based on current costs of
activated carbon, which is predicied
to decline by 40 to 50% due fo
market demand once a regulatory
requirement is set.™ The table
above compares the cost of mercury
controls to other pallution control
technologies.

In conclusion, it is both technically
and economically feasible to reduce
mercury emissions frem coal-fired
power plants. Full-scale tests are
demonstrating that cost-effective
mercury control technologies can be
implemented by power plants with
all types of boilers burning all types
of coal, Stringent federal emissicn
standards must be set to ensure the
continued investment in
technological solutions to the
mercury problem,

' LLS, EPA, 2002. Conirol of mercury
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Mercury’'s Pathway in
the Environment

Mercury is emitted into the air by
coal burning power plants,
incinerators, manufacturers, and
other sources. The mercury then
falls to the earth and accumulates in
the body tissue of people and
wildlife, This process begins in
lakes and wetlands, where mercury
is converted into methylmercury -
the toxic form that is absorbed by
fiving things.

Methyfmercury accumulates in
aguatic systems, increasing in
concentration with each step up the
tcod chain. As a result, large
predator fish ke bass, trout, and
walleye can have mercury levels
over ane million times greater than
the waters in which they live. Pecple
and wildlife that eat mercury-
contaminated fish, in turn,
accumulate mercury in their bodies.

Warning!

Due to the serious health risks of
mercury poisoning, 44 states and
territories have issued advisories
warning people to limit or avoid
consumption of certain fish species.
Given the pervasiveness of the
mercury problem, women of
childbearing age and young
children have to be especially

Mercury is a toxic metal that can harm the
deveilopment and function of the central nervous
system in both people and wildlife. It is because of
these rigks that mercury also threatens the fishing
industry and the businesses that depend on it.

careful about eating fish from local
lakes and sireams.

In nearly 20 states, mercury
warnings extend statewide for at
least one species - meaning that no
waters in the state contain fish of
these species that are safe to eat. 19
states have a statewide mercury
advisory covering all inland lakes
and/or rivers. And the situation is
intensifying — over the last 10 years
the number of states that have
issued advisories has increased
60%. From 2001 to 2002, the total
acreage of lakes under advisory
increased by nearly 20%. While this
maindy reflects increased monitoring
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and changes in advisory protocols, it
suggests that the mercury problem
is not being solved.

What's at Stake

Recreational fishing is a majer
component of our local and national
economies. As a result, the
economic impact of reduced
recreational fishing activity due to
mercury contamination could be
quite severe. Recent reports irom
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
and the American Sportfishing
Association indicate that recreational
fishing annually generates: .

B $116 billion in overall economic
activity

¥ 1 million jobs, resulting in $28
biliion in salaries and wages

b $36 billion in expendiiures

b $7 hillion in state and federal
taxes

The increasing number of lakes and
streams under mercury advisories
threatens this important industry. Naot
only does mercury harm fish directly
- potentiatly reducing populations
available to be caught - it also
affects the ability of people to eat the
fish they catch.

It is this latter effect of mercury
pollution that is the most threatening
to the recreational fishing industry.
Research has shown that nearly
70% of anglers consume their catch.
And while many do engage in "catch
and release" fishing, the majority of
anglers' fishing experience is marred
if they cannot eat in unlimited
quarntities what they catch.




This may lead anglers to scale back
their fishing activities, likely resulting
in less money being spent on this
pastime. While limited research is
available to specifically predict the
impact of mercury contamination on
recreational fishing, various siudies
have shown that fish consumption
advisories can cause anglers to:

P Take fewer fishing trips

P Spend less money on trips and
associated expenditures such as
travel costs and fishing gear
purchases

b Choose non-contaminated fishing
locations, whether in-state or
elsewhere, over those with mercury
advisories

These studies underscore the
important link between pollution, fish
contamination, and recreational
fishing activities.

Other Economic Impacis
of Mercury Pollution

in addition to the impacts on the
fishing industry, other costs
associated with mercury
contamination and expostire are
becoming more recognized.

First, as the Nationat Academy of
Sciences noted, over 60,000
children may be born each year
aexposad to mercury levels in the
womb that could lead to learning
difficulties once they reach scheol
age. These problems may increase
the need for special education
services, which currently cost over
$50 billion annually in state and
federal funds.

Second, concern over fish
contamination may reduce people's
fish purchases at grocery stores and
other food establishments. For
example, Wild QOats food market
recently decided to post fish
consurmption advisory information in
their 100 steres nationwide. While
this action is necessary o protect
pecple in the near term, permanently
changing consumption habits is not
the solution.

What Can We Do to
Protect this Imporiant
Part of Qur Economy?

Mercury in fish threatens our health
and our ecanomy in many ways, so
we must take action now to restore
our fisheries, bolster the recreational
fishing industry and protect our
economy and health. The only way
to do this is to phase out mearcury
pollution at the source. Fortunately,
we have the tools teday to do just
that.

Specific steps can bDe taken at the
lccal, state, and federal level to
eliminate mercury pollution at the
source.

& Eliminate or greatly reduce
industrial mercury emissions. Seme
industrial sources, such as chlorine
manufacturers or waste incinerators,
can virtually eliminate their mercury
emissions by either switching to
mercury-free processes or removing
mercury from the incinerator

feedstock. For other sources, such
as coal-fired power plants, siringent
emission {imits must be set using
existing authority under the Clean Air
Act, or other legislation that would
achieve reductions at a comparable
level and timeframe.

B End the manufacture and use of
mercury-containing products.
Legislation should be passed at the
federal, state, and iocal level {o
phase out the sale of mercury-
coniaining products, institute
mercury-free purchasing, and
mandate manufacturer take-back for
products that are still on the market
and in use.

» Promote safe disposal of mercury
waste. Mercury is found in dozens
of househeld, business and
industrial products. To prevent
haphazard disposal of these
products, resources need to be
allocated to communities for
comprehensive mercury collection
and recycling facilities.

¥ Enact water quality standards that
are consistent and protective of
people and wildlife. Mercury
monitoring and the process that
results in fish consumption
advisories needs to be improved in
order to more effectively reduce the
public's exposure to mercury as well
as offer adeqguate protection to
wildlife. ‘

+ . .Clean tha'Raln Campaign RS
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MEMBERS OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION
MY NAME IS DANIEL W. BEHRING
I RESIDE IN ONEKAMA TOWNSHIP OF MANISTEE COUNTY

I AM HERE TONIGHT AS A MEMBER OF THE CITIZEN GROUP IDENTIFIED
AS CITIZENS FOR RESPONSIBLE DEVELOPMENT. | HAVE BEEN ASKED
BY THE MEMBERS TO SPEAK TONIGHT.

F AM PRESENTING TO YOU TONIGHT, FOR ENTRY INTO THE RECORD OF
THIS MEETING, A PAGE FROM THE MANISTEE NEWS ADVOCATE OF
JANUARY 5, 2004. THIS PAGE LISTS THE NAMES OF 600 PEOPLE WHO
ARE OPPOSED TO THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE PROPOSED NORTHERN
LIGHTS POWER PLANT AND ASK YOU NOT TO APPROVE THE SPECIAL
USE PERMIT.

I AM ALSO PROVIDING YOU WITH ORIGINAL PETITIONS WHICH INCLUDE
THE NAMES OF APPROXIMATELY 200 ADDITIONAL PERSONS. | WOULD
LIKE THESE ALSO TO BE ENTERED INTO THE RECORD OF THIS MEETING.

I HAVE PROVIDED A COVER LETTER FOR THIS MATERIAL

THE PEOPLE WHOSE NAMES APPEAR HERE FOR YOU ARE AWARE THAT
THE SHORT AND LONG TERM FINANCIAL RAMIFICATIONS OF THE
PROPOSED PLANT WILL HAVE A NEGATIVE IMPACT ON THEIR
POCKETBOOKS. THEY ALSO ARE AWARE OF THE LONG RANGE HEALTH
RISKS THIS PROPOSED PLANT HAS TO CURRENT AND FUTURE
GENERATIONS.

| WILL NOT ADDRESS THE FACT THAT NO ECONOMIC IMPACT STUDY TO
VERIFY MR. TONDU’'S CLAIMED BENEFITS HAS BEEN COMPLETED — OR
REQUESTED BY THE COMMISSION, THE CITY OR THE COUNTY. 1 DO,
HOWEVER, WANT TO ADDRESS A VERY SIGNIFICANT AND IMPORTANT
RESPONSIBILITY THAT YOU AS COMMISSION MEMBERS HAVE BEYOND
ASSESSING ECONOMIC IMPACT.

IN ARTICLE 8604 OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE, IT STATES THAT
APPLICANTS FOR A SPCIAL USE PERMIT MUST ADDRESS THE
STANDARDS IN ARTICLE 8609. IT IS NOT SUFFICIENT THAT THE
APPLICANT ADDRESS THE STANDARDS.

THE PLANNING COMMISSION HAS THE RESPONSIBILITY TO EVALUATE
THE APPLICATION AGAINST THOSE STANDARDS AND PROVIDE, IN
WRITING, REASONS FOR ANY ACTIONS TAKEN ON ANY OF THESE
STANDARDS.



I WISH ONLY TO SITE STANDARD B1 OF ARTICLE 8608 THIS EVENING.
THIS STANDARD ASKS IF THE PROJECT PROPOSED IS, AND | QUOTE,
‘DESIGNED TO PROTECT THE HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE OF THE
COMMUNITY.”

FURTHER, SECTION 125.584c OF THE CITY AND VILLAGE ZONING ACT
REQUIRES THAT THE STANDARDS APPLIED IN APPROVING A REQUEST
FOR SPECIAL USE PERMIT ENSURE THAT THE USE IS - AND [ QUOTE -
“COMPATIBLE WITH ADJACENT USE OF LAND, THE NATURAL
ENVIRONMENT, AND THE CAPACITIES OF PUBLIC SERVICES AND
FACILITIES AFFECTED BY THE LAND USE.”

GIVEN THE MASSIVE AMOUNT OF INFORMATION WHICH OQUR RESEARCH
HAS PROVIDED TO YOU AND YOUR STAFF LIAISON ON THE SCIENCE OF
COAL FUELED POWER PLANTS, WE DO NOT BELIEVE YOU CAN TAKE
ANY ACTION BUT DENY THIS PERMIT.

FURTHER, | WOULD REMIND THE COMMISSION THAT THERE 1S ALSO A
SIGNFICIANT AMOUNT OF INFORMATION CONCERNING THIS PROJECT'S
IMPACT ON THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND THE NATURAL
ENVIRONMENT WHICH CAN ONLY BE EVALUATED BY THE PLANNING
COMMISSION IF IT OBTAINS AN INDEPENDENT REVIEW OF THE
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT THE COMMISSION HAS REQUESTED. |
TRUST THAT SAME INFORMATION MR. TONDU IS REQUIRED TO PROVIDE
TO THE DEQ AND OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL PERMITTING AGENCIES WILL
BE PART OF THE DOCUMENTATION THAT WILL BE PROVIDED TO THE
COMMISSION AS PART OF THAT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT.

I WOULD REMIND THE COMMISSION THAT SECTION 125.84d OF THE CITY
AND VILLAGE PLANNING ACT ALSO REQUIRES THAT THE “SITE PLAN’
MUST INCLUDE — AND |1 QUOTE - “DOCUMENTS AND DRAWINGS
NECESSARY TO INSURE THAT THE LAND USE IS IN COMPLIANCE WITH
THE LOCAL ZONING ORDINANCE AND STATE AND FEDERAL STATUTES".

CFRD WILL CONTINUE TO PROVIDE THE COMMISSION WITH ADDITIONAL
INFORMATION WHICH WE HOPE PROMPTS THE COMMISSION TO
CONTINUE TO ASK QUESTIONS ABOUT THE REAL IMPACTS OF THE
NORTHERN LIGHTS PROJECT, BUT WE SUGGEST THAT FOR YOU TQ
TAKE ANY ACTION OTHER THAN TO DENY THE SPECIAL USE PERMIT
BASED ON THIS STANDARD: ;

LE. DOES IT PROTECT THE HEALTH SAFETY AND WELFARE OF THE

COMMUNITY? — IS THIS USE COMPATIBLE WITH THE NATURAL

ENVIRONMENT?

WOULD NOT BE IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST.



MOREOVER, WE BELIEVE THAT TO DO ANYTHING BUT TO DENY THIS
PERMIT WOULD BE A VIOLATION OF THE TRUST THAT HAS BEEN PUT IN

YOU BY THE COMMUNITY.

THANK YOU FOR RECEIVING THESE SIGNATURES AND FOR LISTENING
TO OUR CONCERNS FOR THE CITIZENS OF MANISTEE COUNTY.



Citizens for Responsible Development
Manistee, Michigan
www.manisteecfrd.org

January 7, 2004
Members of the City of Manistee Planning Commission:

Enclosed find the original petitions signed by citizens in opposition to the
proposed construction of the Northern Lights power plant.

These signatures were obtained during the last two weeks of December 2003.

Enclosed also you will find a page from the January 5, 2004 issue of the
“Manistee News Advocate” with some of the names of the people on the original
petitions.

We ask that these documents be added to the official record of the City of
Manistee Planning Commission on the topic of the proposed Northern Lights
power plant.

Thank you very much.

Citizens for Responsible Development
Manistee Michigan
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